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Society, took care to leave himself an opening for retreat. "Mr. Perry had acted a capital part, and Major Beauclerk seconded him excellently. But I was unable to place confidence in their steady perseverance. They had faltered in the Parliamentary Candidates' Society. I doubted if they were the men to go through steadily the difficulties and dangers I saw before us. I did not therefore formally become a member of the Union, was not appointed on the committee, nor did I in any way commit myself so as to draw upon me the duty of assisting, as I must otherwise have done, the business of the Union, and be compelled to go on if others abandoned it and it did not progress in tho right way. Mr. Perry and Major Beauclerk were willing to take the lead, and they were permitted to do so."1
If the Union was to attract any attention, some well-known man must be secured as chairman. Hume refused, and suggested that the very name "Union" should be dropped, "because we have already twenty National Unions in London of the admirers of Mr. Owen and Mr. Hunt, and you will be confounded with them."2
At last Burdett accepted the post, on condition that "the Union were made specifically to support Ministers in carrying the Bill."3 Place at about the same time joined the committee, and his hope that 100,000 members would join seemed likely to be fulfilled.
But the most serious trouble was still to come. If tho National Political Union was to claim any authority, it must, according to the political ideas of the time, be formed at a public meeting, and all who presented them-selves must be allowed to join. At the preliminary " committee" meetings resolutions moved by the Kotundanists and their sympathisers in favour of universal suffrage and
1  27,791 (.16, 17).
2  Hume to Major Beauclerk, October 20, 1831.    27,791 (12, 13).ng, " Don't you go for to row my good man."   (Mrs. Grote to Place, October 19, 1831.)
